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German Judicial System 

The German legal system is a civil law based on a comprehensive compendium of statutes, 
as compared to the common law systems. Germany uses an inquisitorial system where the 
judges are actively involved in investigating the facts of the case, as compared to an 
adversarial system where the role of the judge is primarily that of an impartial referee 
between the prosecutor and the defendant. 

The independence of the judiciary is historically older than democracy in Germany. The 
organisation of courts is traditionally strong, and almost all federal and state actions are 
subject to judicial review. 

Law 
Germany's source of law is the 1949 Basic Law of the Federal 
Republic of Germany (Grundgesetz für die Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland) – its Constitution - which sets up the modern 
judiciary, but the law adjudicated in court comes from the 
German Codes; thus, German law is primarily codal in nature. 

The court system adjudicates 

1. public law (öffentliches Recht), that is, administrative law (civil-government litigation
or litigation between two government bodies) and criminal law; and 

2. private law (Privatrecht).

German law is mainly based on early Byzantine law, specifically Justinian's Code, and to a 
lesser extent the Napoleonic Code. 

The Constitution directly invests supreme judicial power in the Constitutional Court as well 
as other federal courts and the courts of each Federal State (Länder). The court system is 
inquisitorial, thus judicial officers personally enter proof and testimony into evidence, with 
the plaintiffs and their counsel merely assisting, although in some courts evidence can only 
be tendered by plaintiffs. 

Criminal and private laws are codified on the national level in the Strafgesetzbuch (StGB) 
and the Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch (BGB) respectively.  

The German Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure (StGB) are federal enactments 
that apply to all German states. Criminal Lawyers are licensed on a nationwide basis. But the 
courts, except the Federal Court of Appeals and the Federal Constitutional Court, and most 
prosecutorial offices and police services, are organised on a state-level Criminal Courts and 
Offense Classifications German law provides for three degrees of infractions:  
• felonies (Verbrechen) are criminal offenses punishable with at least one year of

imprisonment; 
• misdemeanors (Vergehen) are all other criminal offenses, punishable with either a fine or

with imprisonment; 
• petty infractions (Ordnungswidrigkeiten) are not deemed to be criminal (in the sense of

carrying moral blame or stigma) and can only be punished with a fine and the temporary 
loss of driving privileges. Many of these petty infractions are public order or ''victimless'' 
crimes (disorderly conduct, prostitution etc.). 
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German Judicial System 

The German penal system is aimed towards rehabilitation of the criminal and the protection 
of the general public. Except for petty crimes, which are tried before a single professional 
judge, and serious political crimes, all charges are tried before mixed tribunals on which lay 
judges (Schöffen) sit side by side with professional judges. Their experience and specialist 
knowledge in certain fields, such as labour and welfare matters, enable them to help the 
courts make realistic decisions. They are also a manifestation of the citizen‘s direct 
responsibility for the administration of justice. 

Rights 
Individual rights of citizens are guaranteed in the Grundgesetz and in the country's statutes. 
The law prevents police from subjecting suspects to physical abuse, torture, drugs, deceit, 
and hypnosis. The record of the police in conforming to these guidelines is good.  

A suspect has to be brought before a judge no later than the day following arrest, and the 
judge is obliged to issue a warrant of arrest specifying reasons for detention or else release 
the suspect. A relative or another person selected by the detainee has to be notified 
immediately of any detention lasting beyond the day after arrest. Accused persons have the 
right of free access to legal counsel, although this right has been restricted in the cases of 
some terrorists who used contacts with lawyers to continue terrorist activity while in prison. 
Bail bonds exist but are seldom employed. Criminal trials are held in public; protection 
against double jeopardy and the usual guarantees of due process are observed. 

The judiciary is free from political influence and intimidation. 

Courts 
The primary legislation concerning court organization is the Courts 
Constitution Act (Gerichtsverfassungsgesetz - GVG). The courts are 
characterised by being specialist, regional, and hierarchically 
integrated at the federal level.  

The Federal Courts are largely specialised and fall into five categories: 

• The 'ordinary courts' are responsible for criminal matters, civil cases, and voluntary
jurisdiction. 

There are four levels: local court (Amtsgericht), regional court (Landgericht), higher 
regional court (Oberlandesgericht) and Federal Court of Justice (Bundesgerichtshof). 

In criminal cases, depending on their nature, each of the first three courts can have 
jurisdiction, whereas in civil proceedings it will be either the local court or the regional 
court. One or two other courts may be appealed to on points of fact or law. 

•     The labour courts (local, state and federal)
•     The administrative courts (local, state and federal)
•     The social courts (local, state and federal)
•     The fiscal courts (state and federal)
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German Judicial System 

Separate  from  the  five  branches  of  jurisdiction  is  the  Federal  Constitutional  Court 
(Bundesverfassungsgericht), which is the country‘s supreme court. 

The Völkerstrafgesetzbuch regulates the consequences of crimes against humanity, genocide 
and war crimes, and gives German courts universal jurisdiction in some circumstances.  

The main difference between the Federal Constitutional Court and the Federal Court is that 
the Federal Constitutional Court may only be called if a constitutional matter within a case is 
in question (e.g. a possible violation of human rights in a criminal trial), while the Federal 
Court of Justice may be called in any case. 

Prosecution 
The public prosecutor‘s offices (Staatsanwaltschaft - StA) are criminal justice bodies of 
independent responsibilities in relations to the courts and attached to the judiciary. The 
office of prosecutor is exercised by the Federal Prosecutor General (Generalbundesanwalt) 
in the case of the Federal Court of Justice, by a Prosecutor General in the case of a Higher 
Regional Court, by a Senior Prosecutor In Charge in the case of a regional court, together 
with their respective staff.  

They are attached to the judiciary but separate from the courts. 

Public Prosecutors are for the most part concerned with criminal proceedings i.e. reviewing 
police investigations and handling criminal prosecutions. It is their responsibility to establish 
the facts where a person is suspected of a crime. They have to decide whether to 
discontinue the proceedings or to indict the person concerned. In court proceedings they 
are the prosecuting counsels. Unlike judges, public prosecutors are civil servants, therefore 
under orders from their superiors - though within very narrow limits. 
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 Crime: Definitions, Prosecution & Procedure 

Definition: a crime is a breach of law and public order which is subject to punishment 
Synonyms are: offence, criminal offence, criminal act, punishable act, criminal deed 

The Act for defining crimes is called: 
German Criminal Code = Strafgesetzbuch (StGB) 

German Law distinguishes between two different categories of crime: 
Verbrechen: - felony Ref: 12 StGB 

- major crime
- serious offence

Vergehen: -  offence 
- crime
- misdemeanour

plus: 
O W I: - transgression 

- infringement
- contravention

known as petty or minor crime 

According to German Law three elements are necessary to commit a crime: 
1. Subject matter or substance of a crime TBM
2. Illegality Rewi 

when  -  no case of self-defence 
- not in defence of a third person
- not rightfully carrying out one’s duties

3. Guilt or Culpability Schuld 
• intentionally, wittingly 1st degree 
• wilfully, knowingly 2nd degree 

(intention = Vorsatz) (negligence = Fahrlässigkeit) 
with bad intention = Absicht 
gross negligence = grobe Fahrlässigkeit 
premeditated = vorsätzlichen 
guile = Arglist 
malice = Niederträchtigkeit 
with base motive = niederer Beweggrund 

Criminal Procedural Code =  Strafprozeßordnung (StPO) 

Criminal proceedings may be initiated in two ways: 
By: 1. Prosecution in the Public Interest    Ref: §151, 152 StPO 
On: 2. Request / Demand for prosecution   Ref: §77 ff StGB 

either way leads to: 
- accusation / indictment Ref: §170 StPO 

and then to: 
- judicial inquiry / investigation in court

Ref: Ordnungswidrigkeiten (OWiG) 
 Regulatory Offences Act 
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Law Enforcement in Germany 

Overview 

The maintenance of public security and order is one of the most important tasks of any 
government. In the Federal Republic of Germany (Bundesrepublik Deutschland) it is carried out 
by both Federal States (Länder) and the Federal Government (Bund). By Constitution 
(Grundgesetz) the police are under the jurisdiction of the Republic’s 16 States; only in certain 
areas does the Constitution assign responsibility to the Federal Government.  

Each state promulgates a law which lays down the organisation and duties of its police 
(Landespolizeigesetz or Sicherheits- und Ordnungsgesetz). 

Although the State Police are regulated by sixteen different legislatures and are, in fact, 
different police services, there has been an increasing tendency toward standardisation of 
police activities nationwide. Concerns about terrorism and the growth of organized crime have 
strengthened the movement to centralise police procedures and operations. The idea of 
creating one single police code for the whole of Germany (allgemeines Polizeigesetz) came up 
in the 1960s but was never passed. 

Landespolizei – State Police of the Federal Republic of Germany 

The Landespolizei can trace its origins to 19th century Germany when the various German 
kingdoms maintained separate police forces, the two largest of which were the Prussian Secret 
Police and the Bavarian State Police. When Germany united into a single country, under Otto 
von Bismarck, the various kingdoms and other state level police agencies maintained their 
Landespolizei forces.  However as the increasing number of new laws and regulations made 
controlling urban life more complicated various towns and cities also established local 
(separate) police forces. 

Under the Nazi regime, all German state and city forces were absorbed into the 
Ordnungspolizei, which existed from 1936 to 1945, as a division of SS “regular uniformed law 
enforcement”. 

After World War II, massive numbers of refugees and displaced persons, hunger and poverty 
characterised everyday life in Germany. Attacks by armed gangs, robbery, looting and black- 
marketing were commonplace. As the Allied military police could not cope with the escalating 
security situation, each of the occupying Allied Forces quickly permitted the formation of 
civilian police forces in Western Germany based on their own police structures and traditions. 
In all three Western zones (France, Great Britain, and the USA), the emphasis was to 
decentralise, demilitarise and democratise the police. Some restrictions were lifted as Cold 
War tensions grew leading to certain police functions becoming centralised rather than under 
local direction. The Landespolizei became the police force for the federal states in the West, 
whilst the Federal Border Guard (Bundesgrenschutz - BGS) became the Eastern border-based 
paramilitary force of the German Federal Republic. 

At the same time East Germany created a unified national force in the form of the Volkspolizei, 
however this was disbanded and restructured as Landespolizei upon the reunification of 
Germany in 1991. 

Landespolizei – State Police 
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Law Enforcement in Germany 

Organisation 

All state police forces are subordinate to their 
State Minister of the Interior. The internal 
structures of these police forces differ 
somewhat (which makes generalisation subject 
to local variation), but usually immediately 
subordinate to the interior ministries are the 
Regional Police Headquarters (called Präsidium 
in most states, Landespolizeidirektion in others). 
These RHQs direct operations over a wide area 
or in a big city and have administrative and 
supervisory functions. Under the RHQs, there 
are several District Police Headquarters 
(Direktionen) serving communities of 200,000 to 
600,000 citizens. Subordinate to each Direktion, 
there are several local stations (Inspektion or 
Wache) or precincts (Revier) that are manned 
on a 24-hour basis, conducting day-to-day 
policing, and serve as points of contact for local citizens. Below this level, the Polizeiposten 
or Tageswache is a small community police office, operating at reduced office hours. 

Many cities in Germany also maintain a Municipal Police Service (Stadtpolizei, Städtischer 
Ordnungsdienst, Kommunaler Ordnungsdienst or Ordnungsamt) that perform minor police-
type functions. Duties and powers vary from city to city, and relate to the enforcement of 
city regulations, however in general they monitor city traffic and prevent actions that would 
lower the citizens’ sense of security e.g. excessive public consumption of alcohol, public use 
of drugs, vandalism etc. The police authority (Polizeibehörde) of a municipality can transfer 
more tasks and responsibilities to its local police force, only if approved from the regional 
government (Regierungspräsidium). 

Operations 

For the execution of police duties, the State Police are divided up into the following areas, 
which are more or less the same in all 16 States. 

• The Patrol Service (Schutzpolizei - "Schupo") is concerned prevention and public order, 
   petty crime and traffic offences, community policing and education. 

      These are the officers with whom the general public will most likely come into contact. 

• The Detective Branch (Kriminalpolizei – "Kripo") of the State Police is responsible for
criminal investigations. For instance, if a car is broken into, the Schutzpolizei will 
respond, secure the car, notify the owner etc, and then hand the case over to 
Kriminalpolizei for investigation. 
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Law Enforcement in Germany 

• The Criminal Investigations Department (CID) (Landeskriminalamt - LKA) is the State-
level investigation bureau, directly subordinate to the Ministry of the Interior, which 
conducts higher-level serious crime investigations, and coordinates investigations 
involving more than one RHQ (Präsidium). It is chiefly concerned with serious offences 
including organised and corporate crime, sexual offences, robbery, extortion, fraud, 
homicide, trafficking, and counterfeiting. The LKA also has special operations teams 
assigned to State Security, counter-terrorism, tactical response, forensics, surveillance, 
and crisis negotiation. 

• Formed Police Units (Bereitschaftspolizei - BePo), and support units, provide support to
the patrol service and the CID. Specially trained for crowd control, they are deployed as 
whole units (sections, platoons, companies) for mass demonstrations, major sporting 
events, international fairs, State visits, and natural disasters. Support groups include 
drivers, technical support, and divers. BePo is often used as a proving ground for trainees 
and graduates. 

• Auxiliary State Police (Wachpolizei - WaPol) are an organizational
support branch within several State Police. Their role and 
enforcement powers vary from State-to-State, but as “non-sworn” 
constables duties are generally restricted to site security, preventive 
measures, low-level intervention, and the provision of support to 
Police Officers. Their status is “Employee” (Angestellte) rather than 
“Civil Servant” (Beamte). Their training is limited to 3-6 months. 

• Traffic Police (Verkehrspolizei) - Police branch specifically dedicated to traffic issue.

• The Motorway Patrol / Highway Patrol (Autobahnpolizei) facilitate and regulate the flow
of traffic, help motorists whose vehicles have broken down on the Autobahn and rapidly 
respond to accidents. Vehicle safety checks and crime prevention are also part of their 
duties. Investigation sections probe crime at rest stops, and the movement of criminals, 
smugglers and traffickers on the Autobahn - often together with German Customs (Zollamt). 

• The Waterway Police (Wasserschutzpolizei - WSP) control all traffic on waterways and
monitor in particular the transport of dangerous goods. 

• Police Air Support are flying units that can be deployed for tasks such as traffic
surveillance and serve as a source of support for local police offices, with a view to both 
crime prevention and crime suppression. 

• Police Special Forces (Spezialeinheiten)
- Tactical Response Team (TRT) (Spezialeinsatzkommandos - SEK)
- Mobile Operations Unit (Mobile Einsatzkommandos - MEK)
- Crisis Negotiation Team (CNT) (Verhandlungsgruppe – VG)

Often attached to Regional HQs, Special Forces are organised and 
managed differently in the individual States.  

In general they are used to deal with cases of very serious and violent 
crime (SEK), special surveillance, arrest and search measures (MEK), or 
hostage and suicide negotiation (VG). 
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Law Enforcement in Germany 
 

Bundespolizei 

Originally established in 1951 as a police paramilitary force to secure the 
East-West border, the Federal Border Guard (Bundesgrenzschutz - BGS) 
was   restructured   and   renamed   in   2005   as   the   Federal   Police 
(Bundespolizei - BPol), to reflect its transition as a national multi-faceted 
police agency. Prior to 1994 they had “combatant status”. 

The Bundespolizei is principally responsible for domestic security tasks i.e. monitoring the 
country‘s borders, which includes checks to prevent the illegal entry of foreigners, 
transnational and organised crime, smuggling and drug trafficking. 

It also protects key public buildings, such as the office of the Federal President and the 
Federal Chancellor (Bundeskanzler), the Ministries, the Federal Constitutional Court, and 
German embassies worldwide. It supports the Federal Criminal Investigation Office 
(Bundeskriminalamt) in protecting VIPs and in carrying out Maritime security, including 
environmental protection. 

The Bundespolizei also support State authorities cope with personnel intensive operations 
e.g. state visits, public demonstrations, riots, natural disasters and major accidents. Beyond
its statutory functions it carries out international responsibilities, chiefly as part of the police 
component of EU and UN peace support operations. 

The services of the Bundespolizei are directly responsible to the Federal Ministry of the 
Interior (Bundesministerium des Innern). 

Spezialeinheit des Bundes - Federal Police Special Forces 

Both the Tactical Response Team (GSG-9) and Mobile 
Surveillance Response Team (MEK) units are employed at the 
Federal level. 

• GSG 9 is deployed in cases of extremely violent crime, for example hostage-taking or
abduction, terrorist attacks of special significance or that jeopardise public safety and 
order. 

• MEK is responsible for surveillance, search and arrests involving high-level serious crime.

Bundeskriminalamt - Federal Criminal Investigations Office 
The Federal Criminal Investigations Office (Bundeskriminalamt - 
BKA) is the central agency for police information, criminal 
intelligence and investigation. Headquartered in Wiesbaden, 
with additional offices in Berlin and Meckenheim, the BKA 
supports the federal (Bund) and state (Länder) police services in 
the prevention and prosecution of crimes of a supraregional or international nature, or 
crimes of considerable significance. This duty comprises the collection and analysis of all 
relevant information, and the dissemination of that information to the appropriate law 
enforcement authorities. 

Federal Law Enforcement Agencies 
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Law Enforcement in Germany 

The BKA is Germany's central bureau for Europol, Interpol, the Schengen Information 
System, and the German Criminal Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS). 

In general, it is responsible for any correspondence with foreign police and judicial 
authorities required for the prevention or prosecution of crimes.  

Additionally it has primary jurisdiction for: 
• coordinating cooperation between the federation and state police services (especially

State CID authorities) and with foreign investigative authorities; 
• collecting and analyzing criminal intelligence, including the management of the

INPOL (de) database of all important crimes and criminals; 
• investigating cases of terrorism or other areas of politically motivated crime;
• organized crime: narcotics, weapons, ammunition & explosives, human trafficking,

counterfeiting (manufacture/distribution), money laundering and economic crime; 
• identifying and cataloging images/information on victims of child sexual exploitation;
• protection of federal witnesses; and
• protection of members of the constitutional bodies of the Federal Republic of Germany

and their guests. 

Furthermore, the Attorney General of Germany can direct the BKA to investigate cases 
considered to be of special public interest.  

As the central agency, the BKA provides assistance to the states in forensic matters, research 
and organized crime investigations.  

Zollamt - Federal Customs Service 

Customs Officers and the Customs Investigation Office come 
under the jurisdiction of the Federal Ministry of Finance 
(Bundesfinanzverwaltung). The customs administration assists 
within its field of jurisdiction (monitoring the movement of goods, 
trade passing the border, fiscal control and prosecution of 
offences committed in this respect) and also in the suppression 
and interdiction of drug offences. 

German Customs pass on cases to the Customs Investigation Office (Zollkriminalamt), which 
takes the necessary investigative measures until the case is ready to be passed on to the 
public prosecutor‘s office. 

Zollkriminalamt - Customs Investigation Service 

The Customs Investigation Service (ZKA) has a number of tasks, in 
particular monitoring foreign trade and payments transactions, exposing 
violations of EC market regulations and combating drug trafficking. 

The Customs Investigation Service has coordination and steering functions in the field of 
customs investigations. 
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Law Enforcement in Germany  
 

 
 

 
 
The individual States (Länder) - and Federation (Bund) - conduct police education and 
vocational training for their own personnel. The length and thoroughness of this training 
contributes to the high level of police professionalism in Germany. 

The State Police (Landespolizei) have had women members since the forces were 
reconstituted after World War II. Initially, female officers were only assigned to cases 
involving juveniles and women but in the mid-1970s duties extended to all aspects of police 
work. 

Police departments in big cities are especially keen to recruit officers from ethnic minorities 
to reduce language and cultural barriers. 
 
Most police cadets are recruited directly after leaving school and spend 3 years* combined 
training at the University of Applied Sciences / University of Police and Public Administration 
(Verwaltungsfachhochschule / Hochschule für Polizei und Verwaltung). Officers graduate with 
a Bachelor in Police and Public Administration (or similar), and cover such academic subjects 
as: 

Law: Civil, Constitutional, Criminal, Traffic, EU etc. Powers of Enforcement 
Forensic Science Operational Theory 
Police Management Ethics 
Sociology, Psychology Police Powers 

 
Beyond theory, police education and training also include the more practical aspects of the 
job including self-defence and weapon handling, as well as intern-based field placements in 
police departments and the Formed Police Units (Bereitschaftspolizei). Due to such training - 
and in line with comparable professions/education - all officers graduate with the rank of 
Polizeikommissar (Police Inspector). 

Some Landespolizei separate the two career paths - Schutzpolizei and Kriminalpolizei – at the 
commencement of the Bachelors programme I.e. the former will graduate as Patrol Officers, 
whilst the latter as Detectives. 

* seven of the 16 states still retain the 2.5 year training scheme, as well as the Bundespolizei 
(Federal Police,) with an emphasis on practical field skills. These officers graduate as Polizei 
Obermeister (Senior Constable). Suitably qualified officers wishing to seek the next level of 
rank (kommissar/inspector) must complete an additional two years education. 
 
After several years of duty, officers of the Kommissar rank may be selected to attend Senior 
Service  training*  at  the  German Police University (Deutschen  Hochschule  der  Polizei)  that  
the  States  and  Federal Ministry of Interior jointly administer. Graduates leave with a Master 
of Public Administration (MPA) and the senior officer rank of Polizeirat (Superintendent). 

*  there  also  exists  direct  civilian  entry  for  those  with  a  relevant  professional  academic 
qualifications e.g. law, economics, business administration etc. 
 
 

Education and Training 
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Law Enforcement in Germany 
 

The German word Beamter means life-time civil servant / public servant. 

German law draws a distinction between two classes of public servants: 
• Angestellte - regular public employees, subject to private sector employment laws and

regulations 
• Beamte – life-time tenure, subject to public law

Conferral of the status of Beamter does not involve any contract, but letter of appointment 
(Ernennungsurkunde). The new Beamter's first task is to swear their oath of office, including 
a pledge to uphold Federal laws and the Constitution, and - where the employing entity is 
not the federal government - the constitution and laws of the respective state. 

There are three steps involved in becoming a Beamter/ Beamte with full tenure for life: 

1. Trainee Beamte usually have the title "Anwärter", preceded by the official term of the
position e.g. Kriminalkommissaranwärter (KKA, trainee inspector). 

2. The trainee period is followed by a probationary period. This period usually lasts three
years. The salary is based on the Salary Grade which the Beamter will hold upon 
achieving tenure for life. Usually, the designation of office precedes the abbreviation 
"z.A." (zur Anstellung), which means "to be employed", e.g. Kriminalkommissar z. A.  

3. The official becomes a Beamter auf Lebenszeit, i.e. a Civil Servant with full tenure for life.

It should be borne in mind that, whether applicants undergo Steps 1, 2, or 3, they are 
already hold the status of Beamter, although initially in training or on probation. 

Beamter 
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Law Enforcement in Germany 
 

German law enforcement authorities have three career brackets, the lowest being the 
"Mittlerer Dienst", followed by the "gehobener Dienst" and the "Höherer Dienst". 
Only Federal Customs (Bundeszollverwaltung), Justice and Corrections (of the 16 States) still 
employ personnel of the very lowest career bracket "Einfacher Dienst".  

The career structure was originally based on Army ranks: 
• Einfacher Dienst (Lower Service)  = Private Soldiers
• mittlerer Dienst (Middle Service) = Non-Commissioned Officers (NCOs) e.g. Corporals,

Sergeants, Warrant Officers 
• gehobener Dienst (Upper Service) = Junior Officer / Company-grade Officer e.g.

Lieutenants and Captains 
• höherer Dienst (Senior Service) = Staff Officers i.e. Major upward

Entry into "Mittlerer Dienst" requires successful completion of 10 years of schooling, or 
successful trade training and time-based experience within that position. Held at a Police 
Academy, education and training runs over 2.5 years. Trainees commence with the 
rank (dienstgrad) of Polizeimeister-Anwärter. The highest possible rank in this career bracket 
is Polizeihauptmeister mit Zulage. In the mid to late 1970s the "mittlerer Dienst" was 
disestablished for detectives. 

Today nine of 16 States recruit solely for the career bracket of the "gehobener Dienst". 

Entry into the "gehobener Dienst" requires a high-school diploma / A-level (abitur) and three 
year mix of education and training at a College/University of Public Administration 
(Verwaltungsfachhochschule / Hochschule der Polizei). The highest possible rank within this 
career level is Erster Polizei-/Kriminal- hauptkommissar. 

Direct entry into the "höherer Dienst" is possible, usually requiring a university degree in 
law, business management, economics, or psychology, but the majority of these officers are 
drawn from the "gehobener Dienst". Selection criteria for the "höherer Dienst" varies from 
state to state. Being a Masters’ degree course, education runs over four semesters at the 
Deutsche Hochschule der Polizei (German Police University) – the only centralised 
educational institution of the German police.  

Career Brackets 
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UK-German Rank Comparison 

The ranks within the police service are, in descending order of seniority: 

Commissioner* / General 
Inspekteur der Bundespolizei  

Präsident der Bundespolizeipräsidiums 

Chief Constable / Lieutenant-General 
Landes-/ Polizeipräsident 

Deputy Chief Constable / Major-General 
Landespolizeidirektor 
Inspekteur der Polizei 

Assistant Chief Constable  
Leitender Polizeidirektor = Brigadier 

Polizeidirektor = Colonel 

Chief Superintendent / Lt. Colonel 
Polizeioberrat 

Superintendent / Major 
Polizeirat 

(Senior) Chief Inspector 
Erster Polizeihauptkommissar = Staff Captain 

Polizeihauptkommissar = Captain 

Inspector / Assistant Inspector 
Polizeioberkommissar = 1st Lieutenant 

Polizeikommissar = 2nd Lieutenant 

Polizeihauptmeister = Senior Sergeant 
Polizeiobermeister = Sergeant 

Polizeimeister = Constable / Officer 

* Metropolitan and City of London Police 

Rank comparisons between the UK and Germany should only be viewed as a guide as both 
organisations operate under differing structures. Both ranks systems were originally based 
on military structures, however position-based ranks in Germany differ considerably from 
its UK counterparts. Investigators holding a rank up to Chief Superintendent have the 
prefix "Detective" before their rank e.g. Detective Inspector (DI). 

All International Police Missions once operated under a military command structure, 
therefore military-style ranks/positions are still often used in UN/EU job/role descriptions. 
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Police Authorities, Organizations, Operations & Training 

Abteillung Section 

Alarmzug 
Stand-by Unit  
(on-call reinforcement to Formed Police Units) 

Amt Government Office; Government Bureau 
Ansprechstelle Point of Contact (POC) 
Ausbildung Education and Training 
Besondere Aufbau-
Organisation (BAO) Incident Command System (ICS) 

Beamter Civil Servant (with life-time employment status) 
Befehl und Steuerung (Logistik, 
Verbindung, Korrdination), 
Kommunikationen & 
Intelligenz 

command and control (logistics, liaison, coordination), 
communications and intelligence (CCCI) 

Befehlszentrale Command Post (CP) 

Bereitschaftspolizei 
Formed Police Unit  (FPU)/ Police Support Unit (PSU) (UK) 
(security, crowd control, patrolling, protection etc.) 

− Hundertschaft − Company (120+) 
−  Zug − Platoon (30+) 
− Gruppe − Section (10+) 
−  Halbgruppe − Squad (<10) 

Bericht fertigen to file report 
Betreuung counselling, support, care for, look after 
Beweis  evidence 
Beweissicherungs- und 
Festnahme-Einheiten (BFE)  Anti-Riot Police /Special Arrest Squad 

Bewerber applicant 
Bezirksdienstbeamter Community Police Officer 
Bezirksdienstposten Community Police Station 
Bezirksregierung Regional Administrative Authority 
Botshaft Embassy 
Bundeskriminalamt  Federal Criminal Police Office  
Bund Federation 
Bundesland State 
Bundespolizei Federal Police  
Computerbezogene 
Kriminalität computer-related crime 

Dezernat Department (Dept.) 
Dienstgrad rank 
Dienstgruppen Lieter (DGL) Shift Leader (Patrol Service) 
Dienststelle Office 
Direktionen District Headquarters 
Dolmetscher(-in) Interpreter / Language Assistant (L.A.) 
einen Bereich polizeilich 
betreuen 

to police an area 

(BKA)
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Police Authorities, Organizations, Operations & Training 

Einsatzeabschnitt (EA)  task-based area of responsibility 
Einsatz operation 
Einsatzleiter Officer in Command (O.C.) / Operations Leader 
Einsatzmittel tactical equipment 
Einsatzplanung operations planning 
Einzeltäter lone (single) offender 
Erkennungsdienst Forensics 
Fachhochschule University of Applied Sciences 
Fachhochschule der Polizei Police College of Public Administration 
Falschgeldkriminalität und 
Produktpiraterie counterfeiting and piracy of products 

Fortbildung (Advanced) Vocational Training 
Forensik Forensics / Forensic Science / Forensic Criminalistics 
Führungstab Operations (Command) Staff Officers 
Führungstelle Operations (Command) Control Centre 
Hauptsachgebiet upper-level section, which is further divided into sub-units 
Hochschule der Polizei Police University 
Hubsschrauberstaffel Helicopter Unit 
Hundestaffel Dog Section, Dog Handler Unit, Canine (K-9) Unit 

Innenministerium 
Ministry of the Interior, Home Office (UK) /  
Dept. of the Interior (US) 

Kommissariat Detectives Branch / Local CID  (station level) 

Kontaktbeamter 
Community Police Officer  
(specialist fields e.g. Youth, Islam etc.) 

Kreis County / District 
Kreisverwaltung County Authority / District Authority 
Krieseninterventions Team 
(KIT) Crisis Intervention Team (for psychological trauma) 
Kriminalität crime; criminality 
Kriminalstatistik crime statistics 
Kriminalpolizei Detectives, Criminal Investigations Department (CID) 
Kriminalwache duty-response local CID (station-based) 
Landesamt für Verfassungschutz State Office for the Protection of the Constitution (LfV) 
Landeskriminalamt (LKA) State Criminal Investigations Department 
Landespolizei State Police 
Leitstelle HQ Operations Control Centre/Room 
Lautsprecherdurchsagen public address announcement 
Ministerium Ministry (National, Federal or State) 
Mobiles Einsatzkommando 
(MEK) 

Mobile Operations Group /  
Mobile Surveillance Response Group 

Ordnungsamt / Stadtpolizei / 
Ordnungspolizei 

Municipal Police / City Wardens 

Ordnungswidrigkeiten (OWiG) Regulatory Offences Act 
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Personenschutz  
VIP Protection / Close Protection Unit (CPU) /  
Personal Security Detail (PSD) 

Polizeiabteilung division (large); department (medium); section (small) 
Polizeiarbeit leisten to police (verb) 
Polizeibehörde Police Authority 
Polizeinspektion Police Precinct 
Polizeiliches Vorgehen / 
Polizeiarbeit Police Procedures 

Polizeibeamter Police Officer with life-time Civil Servant Status 

Polizeibezirk 
Police Territorial Jurisdiction  
- geographical area of operation 

Polizeidirektion Police (Territorial) Division / Police Department 
Polizeiinspektion Police District / Borough 
Polizeipräsidium Police Headquarters 
Polizeirevier Police Station or Post (Precinct-level) 
Polizeischule Police Academy 
Polizeiwache Police Station or Post (Precinct-level) 
Präsidium Constabulary/ Police Authority (HQ) 
Rechtsgrundlagen legal basis 
Sachgebiet [specialist] sub-unit 
Schutzpolizei  uniformed police service / patrol service 

Spezialeinsatzkommando (SEK) 
Special Operations Group (SOG), Tactical Response Team 
(TRT), Special Operations Response Team (SORT), SWAT 

Spezialeinheit / Spezialkräften Police Special Forces 
Staatsschutz State Security / Special Branch (UK) 
Standard Dienstanweisung / 
Ständige Einsatzverfahren Standard Operational Procedures 

Ständiger Stab Permanent Staff (HQ) 
stellvertretender Deputy ( e.g. Dep. Shift Leader or Desk Officer) 
Strafgesetzbuch German Criminal Code 
Strafprozeßordnung (StPO) Criminal Procedural Code 
Strategische Einsatzführung 
(Einsatzzentrale) Strategic Operations Command (SOC) 

streifenwagen patrol car 
Szenekundiger Beamter (SKB)  Police "Spotter" (ref. Football related security issues) 
Taktische Einsatzführung 
(Abschnittsführung) Tactical Operations Command (TOC) 

Technikeinsätze (TE)  Technical Support Team 
Technische 
Untersuchungsausrüstung Technical Investigative Equipment 
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Teilnehmer in einer 
kriminellen Organisation Participation in a criminal organisation 

Verhandlungsgruppe (VG)  Crisis Negotiations Team (CNT) 
Vorgesetzter Superior 
Wachdienstführer (WDF)  Deputy Shift Leader / Desk Officer 
Wachpolizei Auxiliary Police / Special Constable (UK) 
Wasserschutzpolizei Waterway Police 
Zeuge witness 
Zivilstreife plain clothes (patrol) unit 
Zollamt German Customs Service 
Zollfahndungsamt Customs Investigation Office 
Zollkriminalamt Customs Investigations Service 
Zugriff to apprehend 
Zugriffsgruppe arrest / apprehension team 
Zwang / Anwendung von 
Gewalt (authorised) Use of Force 

 

 

 

  

 
 
  

 

   
 

 
  

 
 

For further terms refer to:

German Police Translation Dictionary: German-English / English German
http://saint-claire.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Police-English-German-Dictionary-August-2012.pdf

German Police Authorities, Organisations, Operations and Training
http://saint-claire.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Police-Authorities-Organisations
-Operations-Training.pdf

International Police Missions (IPM) Terminology
http://saint-claire.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Police-Terminology.pdf

Operations and Tactics Glossary
http://saint-claire.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Operations-and-Tactics-Glossary.pdf

Anti-Corruption Glossary
https://www.transparency.org/glossary
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